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new Prime Minister for the bad luck which had brought ftirn to the 1908
highest place at the untimely moment when reaction from the Age
unprecedented triumph of 1906 was certain and inevitable, and when
schisms and differences were only too likely to go hand in hand with
declining fortunes.   Scarcely anyone at that moment would have
thought it possible that he would hold his office continuously and
without serious challenge for nearly nine years.
It was in those days part of the ritual of succession to the highest
office that the new leader should present himself as soon as possible
to his supporters in Parliament and receive a vote of confidence at
their hands. This ceremony was duly performed at the Reform
Club on 30th April, when Asquith made his first speech as Prime
Minister and leader of the party. He spoke briefly and modestly,
first paying tribute to his predecessor, then in a few sentences
touching on the chief questions of the hour, Free Trade, Education,
the Licensing Bill, Old Age Pensions, Speaking even better than ,
he knew, he said :
" There is a lot of country still to traverse, steep hills to climb, stiff
fences to take, deep and even turbulent streams to cross before we come
to the end of our journey, but we know where we are going, and we shall
not lose our way."
In a closing passage he defined his own political faith :
" I do not come here to preach a new gospel. The old gospel is good
enough for me, and I believe for you also. I have been a Liberal all my
life — from the very first time that I could ever think about politics — and
a Liberal I mean to remain to the end. I am a Liberal and you are
Liberals, I believe for the same reason. Why ? Because we find in
liberal aims a true ideal, and in the Liberal Party the most potent
instrument both for maintaining all that is good and fruitful in what we
have inherited from the past, and what is a still more important matter,
in securing for our people, for all classes of our people, a wider outlook,
a more even level of opportunity, and for each and for all a richer and a
fuller corporate life."
The resolution proposed on this occasion gave him special pleasure,
for it was drawn up by Mr. John Morley, and bears the impress of
his style :
• * That this meeting of representatives of the Liberal Party in Parlia-
ment and the country most warmly welcomes the Bight Hon. H. IL
Asquith on his accession to the high post of Krst Minister to the Grown ;
expresses its ardent confidence that his strong sense in council, power in
debate and consummate mastery of all the habit and practice of public
business are destined to carry triumphantly forward the good causes to
which the Liberal Party is committed, and the solid principles which it
exists to apply and enforce ; and it assures ft™ and the Government of

